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To. THE. 
RIC T REVEREND. | 


(re Lord oy. of 70 ND * ” 


My Loup, N oy 
== AVING bn inform's, dy « q pars 


TE write a Diſcourſe upon PATRONAGE, 
end an Intimation that my Lords, the Biſhops, 


IS I: ticular Friend, that your Lordſhip " "an 
press d a Deſire that ſomebody would - 


I would encourage it by diſperſing it among the. 
 INositity and Gentry, I have ventur'd to 

| [ask your Encouragement: of this Piece: Te 
Subject is worthy. 'of your Prote ion; and, e 
flit would be Preſumption 1 in me to imagine! 


have done it Juſtice, I may without 7 auity 
A bope, I have faid many Things which deſerve 


Isa ferious Peruſal. That i it may 12 ſome Ef. 


ect towards removing an Evil which I look, 5 
4, upon to be the great Source of our ſpreading 


er oh . 


NI I. 2, | 


= our r Lordſpip hd obedient Servant; —— M 


| Grnnnogvs, Re 


infidelity and n 18 the OP Pra — ol 


. 
eee 


PRE FAC 


Vs ile following Papers contain ſome Things 
ee an extraordinary Nature, it will be asR'd,\ 
perhaps, What and who the Author is? Such Que N 
Fflons muſt be allow'd to be of great Importance; 
Tu I happen not to be inclin' to anſwer them. 
Hiuowever, I will oblige the Inquiſitive ſo far as to 
der them know my Delign in publiſoing; becauſe 
4 diſintereſted Author is uſually read with a par- 
Ticular Attention and Regard: Ana, as deceitful 
4 our Hearts are, I am certainly afſur'd tha: I 
coul have no Intention to better my on Circum- 
 Nances, but the World. For rho, I bleſs God, 1 
az at preſent in a good State of Health, and like- 
S ro continue ſo, yet when I actermin'a to repu- 
 GSliſh, with ſome Aaditions, the Letters in this Form, 
 &nd carried them to the Preſs, I apprebenaea my 
elf to be iu à declining State, and that I fhoutz 
nin a little Time be out of the Reach of any Benefit 
what might be expected to ariſe to me, in this World, 
from the Publication of them : This Circumſtance, 
43 it gives the Writer no little Pleaſure, ſo it ought 
0 give him ſome Credit with the Reader, 
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upon a Subject that deſerves a par- 


o promote the Intereſt of RxI IGõo²] m 
— and Learning; and, if you would 
do it to = conſiderable Purpoſe, 


% you muſt endeavour to perſwade thoſe who have it | 
2 in their Power to diſtinguiſh Men by Rewards and 


— Preferments, who have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 


fu! their Abilities and Services. From the Nature of 

T Things it ever will be, it ever muſt be, that Re- 
I. IICION and LEARNING will flouriſh in Proportion 

to the Encouragement which is given to — 5 


and good Men; not only becauſe proper Rewards ; 


- are neceſſary Motives to excite Mankind to acquire: 


m, Merit, but becauſe. proper Stations are requiſite for _ 


the Exerciſe of their ſeveral Capacities. This is a 


ticular Conſideration. It is the pri- 
mary Intention of your Miſcellany 


' Matter of great Importance to the PuprIick in re- 


ſpe& to Civil Promotions, but of much greater as 


to Eccleſiaſtical ones, and falls more properly within 
' your Province. The ſcandalous Abuſe of ParRo- 
Nack in the Chuck is a publick Grievance that 
every one mult obſerve, that all ſerious Perſons la- 


ment, that very few ſo much as attempt to redreſs. 


Even ſome, who in all other Reſpects are truly 
valuable and exemplary, are acceſſory to it; by 


| Aich Means the Abuſe gradually grows greater, 
A2 


I receives a Sanction from Cuſtom and Authority,. 
I ſhall therefore preſume, in the decenteſt Manner 


| I can, to offer my Thoughts Upon this Subjec 2 and 2 


—— 


| endeavour to ſhew, that PATRONACE is a Txusr;3z «" 


that PATRONS axe obliged to diſpoſe of their Pre- 
ſerments with a Regard to the great Euds for which. + 
they were intended, and not at Liberty to ſerve pri- 
vate Views, to promote the Intereſt of a Party, to 
gratiſy the Inclination or Humour of the Patron. 
I did intend, by way of Introduction, to have 
given ſome Account of the Origtnal, and graduaj, ' 
 Atteration of Patronage * ; but I have not Room, 
neither is it neceſſary; for, if PATRONAGE be, as it 4 
moſt undoubtedly is, a TRUST, whatever Changes 
it hab fuffered in the Hæecution, it mult ſtill cons 1 


Hand into another Ten thouſand Times, a Tkusr - 


0 : it. Fo talk of any Man's having a Right, when 


3 to which all Men are ſubject. Human Laws are ſup- 


it muſt ſtill remain, attended with an indiſpenſible. 
Obligation to ſatisfy the equirab/e Claims of the © 
Clergy, to provide for the Spiritual Intereſt of the 
Pepi, to conſult the Honour of GOD. | 't 
_ » Firſt, Let us conſider how the Caſe ſtands in t 
Point of Juſtice or Equity, in reſpect of the De- is 
mana of thoſe who are to be preſented by Patrons; t 
for, if there be an equitable Claim on the one Side, | q 

there muſt be an Obligation on the other to anſwer | \ 


| 

| 

{ 

8 

| 

tinue the ſame in its Nature. Shift it out of one | e 
1 

c 

I 
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he hasno expreſs Law upon which to ground his. 
Right, will be reckoned ſtrange Language; and the | 2 
Neaſon is, becauſe few People extend their Notions | A 
. of Rig br and Vrong beyond the Limits. of Weſtmin-. | * 
fte. Hall; not conlidering that all human Laws are 
ſuppoſed to be founded upon ſome antecedent Law, | f 


poſed to enact nothing but what was juſt and equi- 
Tale before it was enacted by the Authority of the | 
Legiſlature; and if it was not reaſonable before, it ot 
ce eafinot become reaſonable afterwards, tho' the Nacure | Li 
el Society may require Subjection to Laws injurious 5 
) 
See bo excellent Chavges to the Clergy, by- our preſent leam |S: 
du Mermopolitar, when Big of Lincoln 


B therefore of a Right, to which common Uſage has 
. annexed the Notion of ſome poſitive A poiihment,. : 
2 will inſert - Reaſon; and then the Enquiry will 
be, Whether it be not it and reaſonable t — 4 
> 2 man, who has devoted himſelf to the : 
2 the Community, and diſqualified himfelf epi nx 
other Employment; ſhould be ded' for:in that 
„ Way, proportionably to his Ability and Taduſtry-In = 
t it? Kei gion being the common Conecern vf the = 
s Society, it is n 1 chat khete Hould - 
i» be a certain Number of Perſons lelected, who ate to 
e | employ cheir Time, firſt in q fying. themſelves 
T for the Office of che Pete, iſterwards to 
/2. devote theinſelves wholly to the Diſchar args: of that 
ie Function. This being the Caſe, can it be adus 
3& "Queſtion, whether Perle, 10 e themſelves: 
to the Service of the 3 1 
in "themſelves in it; ought: ior, in Ne 

e- ported and advanęed in their Funttion, 

33 che Service wich they actual! have 

e, | qualified themſelves for doing? 

er | * is, is not eapable of being ren 3 Bel 

n be denies the Fundamental Fo tor of N : 
lin. | and the immutable Fitneſ of Things." FThir 3 
he very Caſe of the Clergy.” It is teq Ae, den W. 
ns Nature of Religion, that a certain fuser vl. the 
- | Society ſhould be educated ſor the — eo N 
re. | Buſineſs of religious Offices; thit they 
W. 0 qualified, give themlelves up ——ů— bo * 
p- of ok Offices: Accorditgly hacks 2 Number! — ” 
i- Educated, fo employed, Hd fo devoted; und by 
he | ſuch Dedication of themſelves made incapable af an 
it other Office in the Society, or of any Scher Way of | 
are | Livelihood. Will any one do that theſe Perloks 
dus have not a veaſonable Claim to, à ine 
2 gots to the Profeſſion to which, for the'Goodbf 


—4 7 


d the natural 4 . Mues 4 


Vie N have e afproperaed "_— 


ee RY 
and to a Reward anſwerable to the Services they £ 
have done to the Society in the Diſcharge of it? If * 
ta the Labours of ſo many Members of it, without 5 te 
being obliged to make them any Return; 1. e. that 
2 a Number of Men, without any Joe Conſiderg- | 
' + tion, are to deyote themſelves to Zgggary or Pover- - 
2. If there be ſuch a Thing as Reaſon and Firneſs, 
Denon of theſe Perſons are reaſouable and 1 
__ equitable in the Nature of Things; No Propòſition 
min Aarbematicks can be clearer. 


1 5 But, Seconaly, They have a 


| 


farther Claim upon | th 
* 


- 


* 


„ 
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vdo have beſt anſwered, or are beft qualified to an- cu 
bor choſe pub lick Ends, have a Title, by the Inten- pet 
din of the Legiſſature, to the largelt Share of that ig 

Maintenance and Reward which was appointed for} Noz 
wen. This Argument is unanſiverable, unleſs. , dun 


* * 4 


LY 
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any Appearance of Truth 
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© „ 0] biraly, This Obligation. js bound upon Patrons, 


nat only by the unalter able Reaſou and Fitneſs of 


© - Phings, not only by the Iatention of the Legi/aa- 


N remarkable Paſſage of St. Paul, Where he is givipg 


written Mord. To this Purpoſe, I ſhall cite a moſt 


Directions about this particular Affair; and I defy all 


the Subtilty of the School men to elude, or Giltipguiſh 


n 
47 
AS 
0 5 
4 plain Rule that was not anywiſe peculi an to the 
Times of the Apofites, but will hold equai/y as long 
iy as Chriſtianity 
4 

ht 

it 
8 
27 
6 


Wee diſtinguiſhed in the Church ; And by Parity of Rea- 
* {ſon the fame Rule is to be obſerved with regard to 


well as to Services already perſormed. According to > 
Je. this Apoſtaical Precept, ſuch as are moſt likely fo 
O} promote Chriſtianity and the Salvation of Chriſti aus, 


lower Abilities and Qualifications. To the ſame Pur- 
of pole. tend the ſeveral Directions given by St. Paw, 
P- | concerning the Fitneſs of Perſons for Holy Orders > 
de- All which Directions mult, in the very Nature of 
dr- the Thing, equally affect thoſe who are coneerned 
ore in nominating Clergymen to particular Cures, he- 
AN” cauſe the greater Futherance of the Go/pe/, and the 
eu- better Edification of the People, being the Thing 
bathzimed at by the Apoſtle, 1 the 


W#| qualified Perſons; all 9 ale as much baupd "4 


. 


7 | away the Force of it. He ſays directiy, That theſe 
» | who have laboured in the Mord ana Voctrine, are 
--quoriby of double Honour. or Reward. This is 2 


hall endure ; that thoſe who bays = 
taken moſt-Pains, and have done moſt Good in pro» 


Mens Capacities and Qualificationsito do Service, as 


7©-| ought, in their Advancement, to precede thoſe of 


or Nominatian as well as Ordination of the moſt fit and 


ſuch Patrons to be no Chriſtians. 


So Tay 
by thoſe Rules as the Biſops are, unleſs you ſuppoſe 41 
In theſe three Reſpects then Patrons are Truſtees : Ki 


They are Truſtees for the Clergy, who dedicate W 
themſelves to the Office of the Prieſthood; they are b 
Truſtees for the People, for whoſe Happineſs they f 


were dedicated, and the Prieſthood appointed; they „it 
are Truſtees for Religion, whole Intereſt and Hor of 


nour ought to be 3 as far as may be, by the F. 
Adminiſtrations o FR Em 
L.et us, by Way of Illuſtration, change the Facu/- in 


. 


the Clergy. 


ty, and ſubſtitute Phyſick in the Room of Divinity. an 


bdauꝛppoſe that Phyſicians had their ſeveral Diſtrifts un 
appointed them, as Clergymen have their Pariſpes, co 
Wio.ith ſerrled Sallaries charged upon their Patients by an 
Act of Parliament, with other honorary and — 
tt,sble Places appropriated to the Profeſſion ; I pre- y 
ſume, in this Caſe it will be granted, That the Inten- an 


tion of ſuch Endowments was for the better and an: 
more honourable Maintenance of Phyſicians, in or- len 


— 


der that the Science might be known and practiſed the 
with the greater Succeſs and Advantage to the Reople rab 
The Deſign of the Maintenance and Rewa n. 
not be different from, much leſs inconſiſtent æuith, ver 
the Deſign of the Faculty ir/elf; which is the Healiß rec 
of Mankind. We will ſuppoſe then that the Nomi- or 
nation of Phyſicians to their Diſtricts, and the PowW- or 


er of conferring Rewards, to be veſted, as the Gift] Cle 


of Livings and Dignities are, in different Hands: is it 
Would any Man of common Senſe and Honour, hows| tior 
ever he might come by this Right of Donation] to: 
thiak himſelf at Liberty to nominate and reward Ru 
| Perſons, without any Regard to their Qualiſca the 


| tions, their Abilities, and Services; or to the Good wei, 


of thoſe, for whoſe Health Phy/ick and Phyſician Era 


are intended? Would he not rather think it his Dugand 


ty to promote Men with regard to their Skill and er 


| Diligence, and Honeſty ; and reward them accept 


din 
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| ding 


We | 


as they have contributed to the 


Honour and 
Uſefulneſs of the Faculty, and the Good of Man- 
kind > Or, what would the World think of any Man 
who ſhould proſtitute a 2 of ſuch Conſequence, 
by appointing an unqualified Perſon to practiſe Phy- 
k 


, or by giving him a Place of Honour and Pro- 


fit, appointed for the Support and Encouragement 
of the Science, only becauſe he was a Relation, or 


Favourite, or in Conſideration of ſome private 


Views? Would not he be condemned for miſapply- 2 


ing a publick Revenue? Would not he be thought 
an{werable for the Lives of ſuch as might die under 


the Health and eternal Happineſs 
rable to the Health of the Body. 
It will ſignify nothing to object 


ion, 
vars 
ſica 
100 
ian 
*®CO 

din 


to particular Inſtances, is as eaſy as any orher genera? 


Rule. An honeſt, conſcientious Man will be able, iin 
the main, to do his Duty; and no Man is able to 


weigh the Merits and Capacities of Clergymen by 
Grains and Scruples, let the Scales be ever fo true, 
land the Hand N 
exemplify this by a very common Inſtance; We will 
ſuppoſe a Perſon to leave a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 


unskilful Hands? I cannot imagine that the Matter 
could admit of any Diſpute or Debate. Now, let 

any Man change Faculties again, and ſuppoſe thele _ 

Phyſicians to be Clergymen, and I ſhall be ſtrange: 

ly ſurpriſed if the Patron's Truſt will not be greater, 

and his Abuſe of ir more criminal, more pernicious, © 

and more diſhonourable, as Divinity is more excel 
lent, and of greater Importance than Phyſick, and 
of the Soul prefe- 


„ What ſome will be 
very ready to object, That there is no particular Di- 

rection either in Reaſon, or in the Law of the Lanl, 
or in the Law of God, what particular Preferment, 
or what particular Share of Preferment any ons 
| Clergyman ſhall have: This was not poſſible, neither _ 
s it at all neceſſary, The Direction and the Obliga. 
tion are, and muſt be, general; but the Application 


the Patron ever ſo ſteady. I ſhall 


1 


r | | 

_ ney to ſuch a Number of poor People; 'ard tho? this+tor 
Parallel will not run, as they ſay, upon all four, it be 
will anſwer as far as I intend to apply it; It will not 'Sct 

indeed touch like two Planes in every Part, but like wr 

two Globes in a ſingle Point. We will ſuppoſe far- mu 
ther, that the Donor appointed certain Zruſtees for wh 
_ the Diſtribution of this Charity, according to the ſhe 
No ane, I preſume, will - ſo: 


_ Exigency of the Objects. 


| offer to lay that this Money could be intended for ma 


their Relations or Friends, without any Regard to co: 


the Benefit of the Truſtees, for thetn to provide for be 


their Circumſtances, but for the Relief of thoſe who 20 


wanted Charity, and to be diſtributed to the ſeveral cot 
Objects in Proportion to their Wants: And, tho? 10-2: 
the Donor did not ſpeciſy the Perſons who ſhould ma 
pPoartake of the Charity, or determine their ſeveraÞ|vir 


common Senſe and common Honeſty, might tole- it, 


Shares, yet the Truſtees were bound to conſider the thi 
Conaitiou of the Candidates; and, by the Help of Me 


rably well fulfil the Intention of the Giver. This s 
Inſtance I bring, not to inſinuate that the Reve- of 


nues of the Clergy are Charity (for they are in the tab 


Nature of Hire or Reward for Service performed) cit 
but to ſhew that there may be ã general Obligation, the 
and that ſuch a general Obligation may be diſcharged, Gs 


tim is ealy.. 


to be a true and a clear one) it follows, 


without a particular Direction. And the Applica- be 
From this State of the Caſe (which I apprehend on 
That any one particular Clergyman, however . 


qvalified or deſerving, ought not to engro/5 ſuch a fia 
Sbare of the Ecctefijaltical Revenue, as will interfere | Cr 


with the Right, i.e. reaſonable Expectation of the be 
Boay of the Clergy, or be injurious to the Intereſt | wi 
of Religion, by leſſening their common Hopes of | rat 

Advancement; which is a neceſſary Incitement to Fo 


Merit, while human Nature continues to be ſuch as " 
„%%% pon 7 


* 


r. tonftant Experience has found it to be. I would nc 


equany - 
ke wrong; Diſtisctions of Honour and Prot there 


d) 
In, 
ed, 
Ca- 


nd 


ver Pluralities, any more than an Jnequalizy, unjuſti- 
h a | flable: On the contrary, I am ſenſible that. the 
ere | Credit and Intereſt of the Body of the Clergy can't 
the be ſupported, under the preſent State of the Church, 
reſt without them; and JI mention this Circumſtance, 
of rather in Vindication, than by Way of Acenſarion. 
to For, tho* the Clamours of the Diſaffected never 

| as] were louder than at preſent, and the Conduct of | 
on- ſome have given too much Occaſion for them, by 


” 


bn inſatiable Thirſt: aker an Accumulation bf Pra- c, 
motions ; yet, in general, there is leis Cauſe of Of- 2 


| | fance given on this Account than in former Times, the 


follows, that t 


wien the Clergy were in much more Eſteem with f. 5 
the People. 2 ES 5 ; . | f 0 
eee . 


PYIBLICK Awtbority having eſtabliſhed 4 wh 
+ certain Share of the Revenue of the Nation, A 
for the Maintenance and Reward of a Sett of Men n 
W who area ng gg to the Service of Religion, it Ec 

e Clergy have as much Right to it it : | 


| as any other Member of the Society has to his Eftate, 1. 
and that each of them ought to have ſuch a parti- det 


cular Share as ſhall be proportionable to their Merit, uni 


4. in Proportion as they anſwer the Ends for which det 


the Legillature may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have 4 


Z appointed the Revenue. This, I ſay, is agreeable the 
to the Intention of the Law of the Land, as well nr 


inſer theſe two Things as evident Deductions ; = 


' as the Law of Reaſon. And, that the Ends pro- 72 
poſed by the Legiſſature may be duly anſwered, | Ma 
 Puplick Txsrs are required of the Candidates for 2 
 _  afiy - Benefice, of their being qualified to anſwer of. 
' thoſe Ends: If any Candidate gives legal Proof of bl 
his having the r required by Lau, the 7 a 
Patron has an Action againſt the Biſhop, if he re- ; 

ſüuſes him Inſtitution ; but, if the Biſhop, can make 9 
| his ga Diſqualification appear to the Courts of — 
. Law, the Law indemniſies, as much as Conſcience Me 
_ obliges him to reject ſuck a one, From whence L 5 


he 
a ' Firſt, That 20 Man, in the Opinion of the” 
Tzilaure, ouglit to be excluded from his proper |-* 
W „„ Share Ba 


S- "LION 


er 
Share of the Revenue, ſo' a 


the Qualifications required by L 
— That every Man — 


9 
1 


be Lalla has indilputable Authority o 

as. : an i pu rity to . 

* . N * alifications of the Perſons — 
are to enjoy that Revenue, which it has a Rigbt to 


4 iate. Thoſe Qualifications are expreſly de- g 
4 * nd no 9 has a Power to r 


a what publick — has a Power to e 
n, 


it 1. 1 cat 


ch termine wiſely. 


_ leads People into 2 ii Nette of 


va their Power is this; Patrons, becauſe Patronags is 


ell annex d to their Zftate, look upon it as an abſolure © 
ſpot of i in an arbitrary : 
d, Manner; whereas it is only a limited Privilege and 


- . Poſſeſſion which they can dil] 
Truſt. The Privilege conſiſts in having the 


er |of nominating a quale Perſon to ſuch a Benefice 1 


"of a he has merited by his Behaviour; and the Truſt 


is — Service to the Publick, a Kindneſs to 


e Liberty of giving the Preference to his Friend; 


rel who her 


to be excluded 
* from having any Part of it, who has not thoſe _— 5 


; 
and this Eſtabliſhment has all the binding — thar an 


en any Eſtabliſhment can bave, becauſe — Civil and 
Authority have concurred in making. 
Butz. beſides the Obligation ariſing from Amt 
* rity, it is fit, in itſelf, that publick Wiſdom ſhould 
ty determine Matters of a lick Nature; and the 
it, united Wiſdom of the Nato? is moſt” likely arg — 


Yew 


is Relation, or a Perſon recommended to his Favour . 

auy other private Conte, Provided he, 

A be _— vn of the Preferient, © 

— by che rent ion of * 1. 5 
8s a 


mY # of Worth; aduanta ages, as" it allows hm 


the obliges him to do Fuftice to Merit. And this Es 
re- Privilege both honourable and advantageous ; Bono. 
ike rable, as it is a great and important Truſt, that 
of 2 2 Man an Opportunity ot doing Honour to 


"a * 
& +»: 8 £ 


| cPawer of adding , auy Qualifications at all, they baye | 


Dt ſtarve one Half of the Glergy; and turn what! 


| --Ambition br:Ayatice. The Reader will cafily gueſs, * 
that I have in my Thoughts, chiefly,; the now g- 


a AMea/vres. a Qualification for any Preferment in 
«the Church; and that fo necefſary a one, that with 


Oft for the maſt arduous Stations, and worthy of we 
Other Conſideratian beſides à firm Attachment td a 


—  ,,Mriminal, that it may juſtly ſeem ſtrange that an 


: &//athre, beitig intitled to a Share of- the Revenne, | 
anſwerable to his Labour and Capacity, —— ' 
dere the Stewards appointed, by: the fame Autho- 
rity, 10 e thearheir Fprtiom i due Seaſon; and 

they have no Commiſſion to require any erer Da- 

sation thian what N - Tf they I 

had a diftregronery Power (ard, if they have a 


Ain anlimitea one) to require ſuch additions! Q- 
Mfications as they ſhall think proper, it is in the 
ser ofa Number of Patrons to agree among them 

Ives; im order to ſet ve cheis dn Purpdies, to 
__ + efeat the very Deen of Church. Prefenments, , 


e intended, and ought $0 be employed, for the | 
Hlatour of God, and the eternal: Welſate of Man-!“ 
Feind, into Engines of State, and Inſtruments of 


2. molt ubiverſal Practice of making Pali, Opinions 


dont it, . tho? Gentlemen have defended Religion by 
their Writings, and. adorned it by their Examples 
vfthe' they have been an Ornament to their Profeſſian 5, 
t find a Bleſſing ta the Community, yet they ſhali 
not be deemed worthy the ſmalleſt Reward, ur the 
; leaſt Notice, for no other Crime, but an Adherenge 
to their Principles; while others, - without any Re 
ard to their Serwices, or Capacity, ſhall be thought 


largeſt Benefice, or the higheſt Honours, for fc 


Parr: A Practice {a openly! ayowed, that one ** 
WWould be en it not only jultiſiable, but : 
 , #peritorions ;, and yet lo exceeazugly pernicious and 10 


3 o Maa could. ever come into it. „ Wb rs 


ez 


- | a proper Paſtor, one t 


1 i 


When Men are determined not to alter their Coz 
duct, it is natural for them to defend by Argument 


what they practiſe __ — or Inchnation'; and. 
Ingenuity can give Colourings to almalt any TP = 1, 
that ſtands in eed of them. This fla rant Abuſe 
of a publick Truſt has its Plea, and I ſhall endeavour 


to do it Juſtice,  ** It is pretended by each Party, 
th e That de oppoſite one takes ſuch Meaſures as will 5 


* endanger the Conſtitution, and therefore that they 


| < a&t more agreeably to the Truſt repoſed in them 


ct by the Legiſlature, by preferring Men who will 


© oppoſe ſuch dangerous Deſigns, than they could 


e do by promoting Perſons of the greateſt Merit 


e who would probably join with them. This is 
che Whole of the Argument; to which I anfve, (vþ 
Firſt, Patronage, as I have proved, is a compli- 
cated Truſt. PaTRONS are Truſtees, not only for, 

the Clergy and the Conſtitution, but for the People 
who are committed to the Care of the Clergy, 
The People have a 5 to demand of the Patron, 

nat is able and willing to diſs 
charge the Duties of his Function among them z 
and, in the ordinary Courſe of Things, their eter- 
nal Happineſs depends upon his Capacity and Con- 
duct. And are the People to be damned? or is 
i their Salvation to be hazarded? or their ſpiritual 
# Welfare to be greatly injured by the Nomination 
Jof a Paſtor who is in(ufficient, either in reſpect to 


his Ability or Morals, to execute the miniſterial OF- 


ice effectually? And this only for Fear, if an able 
J and faithful one were appointed, he might vote for 


2 Member of Parliament, who might vote for a Mi- 


I niſtry, who might take Meaſures deſtructive of R- 

nel Mgion. This is doing a certain Evil, to prevent an 
nud Uncertain one. However, as it is Malu in ſo, abs 
ſolutely Evil in itſelf, no Conſequences can juſtify x 


it. A Man might as well plead a Privilege to com- 
mit Formication, Theft, 4 any other Crime, * rol 


gion, are Crimes as wnalrerable as any other Acts of me 
Immorality. 5 VVVViß’u,“u Io 


„„ 5 
à pretence that it might be the Means of preventing or 
greater Crimes. For to hazard ſo many People's co 
eternal Ha pineſs, and to diſhonour God and Reli- lefl 


FCeconaly, It deſerves to be conſider'd how inex- the 
pedient it is, that Perſons, in the Execution of a the 
puublick Truſt, ſhould depart from the ſtared Rules ev: 

eſtabli ſhed by Authority, as it gives them an Oppor- CH 


tunity ſo often to ſubſtitute their particular Paſſions, tur 


Views, Opinions, and Humours, inſtead of the wii 


| Reaſons which ought to influence; by which Means tha 
the Expectations of Clergymen are ſo very precari- Pa 
cus, that Gentlemen of Circumſtances, Capacity, 7ig 

and Integrity, who can promiſe themſelves Succeſs {. c 


i abject Minds, who will be the moſt likely to ſacrifice ſtit 


| in any other Profeſſion, will not enter into Holy Or- tio 
ders, and the Church will neceſſarily be filled with | e/t 
| Perſons of mean Extraction, narrow Fortunes, and are 


their Character to their Intereſt ; ſo that whatever po! 
Inconveniencies might attend an Adherence to the fec 
eſtabliſhed Qualifications in particular Inſtances, or alu 


vhatever Good might occaſionally ariſe from a Liber- the 


ty of adding to them, the Queltion is, which Me- |anc 


thod would be beſt upon the whole, and in the ſtir 


_ * Thirdly, Therefore I obſerve, That the Danger tem 


ol preferring Men of Merit, without any Regard |ſed| 
to Party, would not be ſo great as is pretended. hat 


For whence is it that ſo many Men of Character go ſor 
the TLengtbs of a Party, but from the Force of In- con 
_ _ rereſt, which blinds the Juagment, and over-rules \leal 
the Will? Take away the indirective Motive, and, mei 
in general, they would judge impartially, aud act on 


conſcientiouſly. I know very well the Force of Cu- por 


ſtom, the Power of Obſtinacy, the Influence of a we 


falſe Shame; that theſe and other ſuch like Motives by 
will prevail upon many, who have been long, to; 


— 


8 or are deeply engaged with a Sett of Men, to 
*S continue their Attachment; but Numbers, when 
i- left to the Direction of their unbiaſſed Senti- 
of ments and Aftections, would have Diſcernment e- 


nough to diſcover the Defigns of their Leaders, ang 


x- the Tendency ct their Meaſures; and would have 
a the Reſolution and Integrity to leave them when-_ 


es ever they leave the Intereſt of our Conſtitution in 


r- Church and State. And, as to the growing and fu- _ 
is, ture Generations, the) would come into the World _ 
he without any ſuch Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions ; fo 


ns that in a few Years Men of Learning, Piety and 
ri- Parts, would #9iformiy conſult the Honour of Re 
, Tigion, and the true Intereſt of the Publick, when 


eſs ſ ch a Conduct ceaſed to be any Bar to their Promo 


r- tion. The moſt effectual Method to ſecure our 1 


th eſtabliſpea Church, would be to encourage {uch as 
are belt acquainted with the Scriptures and the Con- 


ice ſtitution of the ancient Church, It is almoſt im- 
er poſſible to ſuppoſe that theſe Men ſhould be diſaſf. 
he | fected to the Church of England, in which they have 
or always been educated, and which, upon Enquiry, 
er- they find to be ſo agreeable to the primitive Model 


le- and Practice. And if the ſame Care be us d to di- 
he {tinguiſh pious and diſintereſted Clergymen, | there = 


Will be the leſs Temptation, or T emptation from: 


er temporal Advantages will have the leſs Influence to 


ird ſeduce them to act contrary to their Judgment and 


ed. | habitual Inclination in favour of a Parry. So again, 
go ſor the Eſtabliſhed Government; an honeſt, upright, 


Fu- conſcientious, ſenſible and learned Clergy, are the 


les leaſt likely to falſify or break their folemn Engage- 5 


nd, ments, and to overturn or endanger the Conſtituti- 


act on in the Sate, which is ſo neceſſary to the Sup- 


f 2 om and ignorant Men may eaſily be impos'd upon 
ves by Sophiſtry, and miſled by hypocritical Pretences, 
to join with any Sett of Men in any Meaſures, how. 


ng 3 


* 


u- port of the Conltitution in the Church : Whereas _ 


Ip 


| ever deſtructive and unchriſtian. Or if Clergymen | 
be greedy, worlaly- minded, and ambitious, what- 


ever ſuperior Share of Learning, Parts and Know- 


” ledge they may have, it is too notorious from Hiſto- 


ty that they will ſacrifice every Thing to the Securi- 


ty of their ſecular Intereſt, and the Accompliſhment | 
ol their Schemes; ſo that they will be true to no Par- 
ty, and to no Meaſures but what will ſerve their, 

_ own Purpoles, true to any Party and to any Meaſures | 


that will advance them. But, 


Learning, the Conſtitution, and the publick Wel- 
fare, than the Effects of confining all Eccleſiaſtical 


Promotions within the narrow Chanel of a Party. 
When political Merit is found to ſupply all Defects 
both Tzrellefualand Moral, to give all Accompliſh-f 
maeents and Graces, the Bulk of young People will] 
ſ don confine their Studies and Endeavours to the] 
mioſt eaſy, the ſhorteſt and moſt effectual Method of 
Advancement. It is more painful to acquire uſefulf 
Knowledge, and make a Figure in Literature, to 


1 pet the Dominion over our Paſſions, and contract 


Habits, and exalted Degrees of Virtue and Religion, - 
than to give a right Vote, to be loud at an Election, 
to expreſs an intemperate and uncharitable Heat] 
dAànd when the leſs difficult Qualifications for Favour 
become the molt acceptable and forcible Recom- 
mendations to it, Mankind in general will not be at 
the Trouble of attaining to Accompliſhments, which, 


; at the beſt, will be of no Uſe to them in their Pur 


ſuits. There can be nothing clearer in — 
or more certain from Experience, than th 

regard to real Merit will in Time deſtroy it. Anf 

min Proportion as the Clergy degenerate, the Peopif 


Will degenerate roo. Whatever has a natural Ten- 


 Fourthly, Whatever Inconveniencies, whatever | 
dangerous Conſequences might happen, no Incon- 
veniencies, no Danger can be greater to Religion, 


Ao ha a Rim a wt wwfyeas , wwe. we ws. 


at a Dif} 


. 


 dency to corrupt the former, will draw the Cor rup- 


tion of the latter after it. To propoſe the Securr- 
ty of Religion, by diſcountenancing it in thoſe who 


by their Inſtructions and Example are to propagate 


it; or to conſult the Safety of the Government by 


Schemes that will deſtroy Religion, is abſurd and 
| wild. I wiſh the Abſurdity were not fo 4 
e have 


ir. as it is from the State of the Nation! 


been long groning under a Chronical Diſtemper, 

| which grows every Day worſe ; and we are afraid of 
applying the proper Alteratives for its Cure, leſt 
the Remedy ſhould turn into an ante one. We 
are in a /ingering, or rather in a gallopiag Con- 


ſom _ which, if neglefted, muſt be our 1 


Zut, as there is ſo much Occaſion to 1 
| * unwelcome Truths, I ſhall ſpeak : 
tho without any other Warmth than what ari- 
ſes from a diſintereſted Zeal, and without any 4 5 


ject were leſs offenſive, it would not be PR. 
them freely, 


F 


5 LEr- | 


ion; but we dare not attempt to give Strength 
and Nouriſhment, for fear of bringing on a Fever, 
If Men act upon this View, that our Coftieutios 
may outlive ſeveral of thoſe who are helping every 
Day to effect its Ruin, it is a probable Scheme, but 
their Poſterity will not be beholden to them for it. 
I I promiſed to treat this Subject as offenſively as.” 
could, and fo I have; but, if I propoſe to offend 
none of my Readers, I muſt be ſilent: If the Sub- 


- 1 N my laſt I obferved, that gublick Authority had 
determined the Qualiſications of thole who are 

to enjoy Ecdlefiaſtical Benefices, and that therefore 
Patrons, who are only Truſtees for the due Diſpoſi- 
tion of them, have not a adrſtretionary Power to 


make additional Qualifications, in order to exclude 
ſuch as are /egally qualified. I oblerve, next, 


That ſuch as have not the Qualifications required 


by Law, are by Law excluded, and ought not to 
enjoy any Eccleſiaſtical Promotion. And this Dedu-f 
Sein, tho? not truer, yet is more obvious from what 
I laid down before, than the former one: For there] 
may be Room to imagine, that the additional Qua- 

Ulfications come within the Intention of the Legiſla- 
ture, tho' they are not ſpecified in the Lau; but, if 
the Law expreſly requires any Thing as a Qualifica- 
tion, there can no Room to doubt whether the 
T.iegiſature INTENDED that any Perſon who has ot 
that Qualification ſhould be exc/uded, The Law ex- 


uires, as 2 Qualification for a Benefice, 


: That a Man ſhould believe the Dofrines, and be 


woll- affected to the Worſpip and Government of the 


| Church eſtabliſped in this Nation. Now, Can it be 
made a Queſtion, whether it were the Intention of 


; the Legifature, that ſuch as disbelieve any of the 
Doctrines, the Doctrine of the Trinity for Inſtance, 


or are diſaffefted to the eſtabliſped Worſhip and Go- 
vernment, ſhould be excluded from having any Bene- 
fice? And, if the Legiſlature, the Civil and Eccle- 


laſtical Authority, have a Power (which cannot be 
__ denied) of making Laws that are binding upon the 
Subjects of that Authority, it cannot be /awfu/ for 


| Patrons to give a Benefice to one excluded by the 
Tam, or for ſuch a one to accept it. Both the Do. 


as 


e 
- | gation and the Acceptance are criminal, becauſe an 

| zctual Diſobedience to a /awfut Authority in Matters 

| which they have a Right to determine; and an In- 
I uaſion of Property, by poſſeſſing what is by Law gi- 
ad | ven to another. The Crime of giving a falſe Teft, 
re | declaring their Aſſeut and Conſent to Things which 
ref they do not believe and approve, I ſhall not here 
(i- | conſider ; The learned Dr. Vaterland has ſtated that 
to | Point to Satisfaction in two Pamphlets upon Sub- 
de ¶ſcription: But I conſider the Caſe as a Violation of 
Il Z/ain Law, and an Injury to ſomebody in his Pro 
ed perry. The molt parallel Caſe that I can bring is 
to that of a dog: in a College. The Statutes of | 
u- College, we will ſuppoſe, exclude all married Men, 
dat and yet a Fellow may clandeſtinely marry ; and, after 
ref he has by Matrimony forfeited his Fellowſhip, ne 
la- nay continue to enjoy it: But, tho? Men by Intereft\. 
la-] have been tempted to be guilty of this Practice, I ne- 
if ver met with any Body wicked or weak enough to 
da- defend it; becauſe it is manifeſtly a Breach of the 
he Katutes which are binding upon every Member f 
207 the Society, and an Jajury to ſome other qualified 
X- Perſon who is kept out of the Fellowſhip. But, if 
e, | ſuch a Fellow, upon Suſpicion, were called upon to 
be declare whether he were married or not, and he 
hef] hould deny it; this would add [ſincerity and Fa 
be hood to Diſoledience and Injuſtice. How is the 
off Caſe a Whic better in reſpect to 4:/qnalified Perſons 
he ccepting, or continuing to enjoy, an Eccleſiaſtical. 
ce, | Benefice? Are not the Laws of the Land as binding 
z0-ſ upon the Conſcience of every Subject, as the Sta- 
ne-ftutes of a College upon all its Members? Is it leſs in- 
le- jurious to acquire, or keep, 2 01 300 L.a Year, per- 
be haps a great deal more, than a leſs Income? The 
the larger the Revenue, and the longer the Poſſeſſion, 
for the greater the Crime. Or, is it not immoral to 
he f aiſſemblè and deceive in the one Caſe as well as in 
Do-: te other? And, is not every Patron who nomi-- 

F ee N 


us: Nay, what ſhould hinder him from endeavou- 


w4zes any Clerk to a Promotion, whom he knows td 
be diſaffefted to the eſtabliſhed Doctrines, Norſbip 


or Government of the Church, acceſſory to the Di/- 
= 4 and In- 
Juſtice of which the Clerk is guilty by his Accep- | 


obedience, the Inſincerity, the Di 
ö tance and Poſſeſſion? © „ 8 
FSeconadly, But I am afraid the Caſe is ſtill worſe 


than I have as yet repreſented it. Patrons not only | 
aſſume to themſelves a Power of di/qualifying Per- 
ſions who are legally qualified for Preferment, but] 
make their very Qualiſications a Diſ qualification: 
Their Title is their Bar: Their Merit is their Crime: 
Their 2 becomes their Diſgrace: They have af 


xealous Affection for the eſtabliſbed Doctrines, and 


therefore they are unfit for Preferment in the eſabli- 
dea Church. On the other Hand, Mens Diſquali-f 
cations are ſometimes their Recommendation: Their 
Diſaſfection is their Merit: They ſeek and obtainf} 
Promotions in a Chriſtian Church, by depretiating 
Cbriſtian Doftrines and Chriſtian Iuſtitutious: They] 
friſe in an eſtabliſbed Church, by ſhewing an Inclina- 


tion to alter it: The Order of Things is inverted: 
The Conſtitution becomes a Party, and a Party the 


Conſtitution. Every one, no doubt, has a Right off 
private Fudgment : If upon Examination he cannot 
ſiee Reaſon to believe the eſtabliſbea Doftrines, hel 
has the Liberty to 4zfſent from us; if he does not ap- 


m prove the eſtabliſhes Worſhip, he may ſeparate from 


= ring, by all lawful Means, to procure an Alter ation 


in the Eftabliſoment? But ſurely it is againſt all Or- 
der and good Government, againſt all the Rules off 
Honeſty and Honour, to exclude Perſons from pu- 


blick Favour and Honour, or to promote others in 


direct Oppoſition to our Conſtitution, to the ſtanding] 


| Laws of our Country: If this Practice can be recon- 


; ciled to the Scheme of Moral Virtue, which nen 5 
| 


are attempting to exalt above Revelation, I ſha 


think” 


as ©: _ 
think as meanly of their Moraliry as they ſeem to da 
VVV 
Thus far then we have proceeded in the Argu- 


ment upon Principles that have their Foundation itt 
the very Nature of Government, Society and Reli- 
gion; from whence it appears, that the Legiſſature 


having eſtabliſhed a Revenue for the bettet Mainte» 


' nance and Encouragement of thoſe who are dedicas 2 


ted to the Miniſtry, PaTRoNs are obliged to give | 


it to ſuch Perſons, and in ſuch Meaſure and Propor= 
tion as ſhall beſt anſwer the Ends propoſed by the 
| Eſtabliſhment of it; and thoſe Ends being the Salua- 
tion of Mankind, and the Honour of God, that 


thoſe are entitled to the largeſt Share, who, in the 


Opinion of the Tegiſlature (as far as we can judge 
ol their Opinion) are belt quaiife# to anſwer thole 
Ends, or have belt anſwered them, 


ther, That Parrons are obliged, not only to reward 
Merit, and to give Precedency to Men of the prea= 
teſt Merit, but to conſider the particular Qualifica» = 
tions of the Perſons promoted, and, as far as may be, 
fo adapt the Mer to the Preferments as will do noſk 
| Service to Religion and to Mankind; this being 
Taz GREAT Exp of all Eccleſiaſtical Preferments. 
| Archbiſhop Zaud, that great Patron of Merit, took 
Care to inform himſelf of the Characters of Clergy- 
men in every Patt of the Kingdom, what every ons 


was beſt fitted for, whether for his Prudence and ſo-— 


ion cial Virtues to be intruſted with a difficult Parochiat | 
Care, where Conduct as well as Piety, and Kiow- 


 leage of Mankind as well as Books, is requiſite to the 


ag Succels of his Miniſtry ; whether, by his Learning ot — 
s inf] great Parts, to do Service to Chriſtianity in the Ca- 
| pacity of a Wrizer, or a Preacher to a learned or 


captious Audience; whether by his Wiſdom, Cou« 


| rage and Integrity, peculiarly qualified for the Go. 
CV verument of the * 


urch; and, as far he had Oppor- 


acceptable, decent, and exemplary in their Behavi- 
dur. If the Faith mult be defended, how can that 
de done but by learned and ingehious Men? And, if 


1 


tupities of doing it, he promoted them faitably to | A 
their ſeveral Talents, and rewarded them ſuitably td. 5 
their ſeveral Deſerts. This ſurely was a true Chri- 
tian Rule: For, if Patrons be obliged to confult 1 

the Interelt of Chriſtianity, and the Salvation of | A 
Cpriſtiaus (which I defy the whole World to dif- | * 
prove) the oralnary Means of doing this mult be by ' ; 
placing ſuch Perſons in the ſeveral Pariſhes as wi th 
rightly divide the Word of God, preach ſound Do- B 
Arme in che moſt profitable Manner, be the moſt J g. 


Learning be neceſſary, what s the Way to promote | 1 


Learning but by encouraging, it, by finding out Men] 


Countenance and Aſſiſtance? If we expect to ſee 


__ faithful Governors malt be ſet over it. 
Well, but is every Patron, upon any Vacancy, | th 


of Parts and Induſtry, who are willing to ſtudy, and M 
Agpable ot: Writing, and by giving ſuch Men proper 


the Church wiſely and faithfully governed, wile and D 


obliged to travel round the Nation, or employ Emif- th 


teſt Man? Or, muſt not he provide for a Relation ©: 


N . 5 1 3 5 8 e 1 a 
or Friend, while a worthier or fitter Man is unpro- . 


Vvuided for? This would make Patronage a Snare, Fr 
or, like the ei Ceremonies, an intolerable} Li 


every Man's Character; and, if he makes Choice of 


IIt is an eaſy Matter to ſtart Difficulties, and as eaſy 'S 
for a conſcientious Man to do his Duty. A priwvare 2 
Gentleman can't be ſuppoſed to be gated with! 


* the worthielt and fitteſt Perſon that he knows, This, © © 


But in extraordinary Caſes, where the Benefice is} 


I preſume, may ſuffice for a general ordinary Rule: 


of a very great Value, or the Duty of a very difficult] & 
Nature, Particular Care and Caution ought 'to bel ©” 
uſed, Thus again as to Pritnds and Naber 


e—— 


th. T1. - 
- | Aﬀenity and —_ are allowable as. well as natu- 
2 kal Conſiderations ; aud, it the Preferment be tole« 
fably ſuited to the Capacity and Merit of the Perſon, _ 
detur 4igno T apprehend to be a good common Rule. 
f There are Places and Rewards proportioned to Mens 
1. | Abilities and Services: A Clergyman is not to be ſet 
i | aſide as uſeleſs, becauſe he is not a Water/and;, and 
1 he may deſerve ſomet hing, tho? he has not defended 
the Faith ſo learnedly as that mgſt able Champion: 
pl But, if the Patron knows of/ any Perſon who has 
* | done eminent Service to Chyiſtianity by bis Wrk 
| tings and Laboutrs, and is/deltitute or ſhamefully 
a negſected by the Pablick, (detur digniſſimo muſt fu. 
perſede all private Obligations; He is every Man's © 
od | Relation and Friend, and it ought to be the Con- 
cern of every Man to ſupport and reward him, tho“ 
Men of ſuch pu#lick Characters are the more imme- 
| diate Care of gublick Patrons. Let Men bur haye 
Honeſty enough to make a Conſcience of doing their 
Duty, and they will generally have Judgment ſyf- 
„ | ficient to dirgt them; but, if they take Advice of 
2 their Intereſt or Paſſions, they will be miſguided in 
the plaineſt Cafes. This brings to my Mind an An- 
{wer which the learned and pious Biſhop Hooper 
gave to a particular Friend of mine, to whom his 
„ Lordſhip offered a Digniry in his Cathedral. My 
2] Friend thought fit to decline the Offer, and took the 
| Liberty to recommend to his Lordſhip's Favour the _ 
great and good Mr. Norris, who, to the Reproach _ 
and Infamy of the Nation, had then only a little 
Living, and died unpoſſeſſed of any Digniiy in the 
fl Church to which he had been ſuch an Ornament. 
The Biſhop acknowledged Mr. Norris's extraordi- = 
2} nary Merit, expreſs'd the utmoſt Eſteem for him, 
and the ſſrongeſt Inclination to ſerve him, but withal 
nal replied, That he was not in his Dioceſe ; as if the 
del Succeſs of his Labours, and Influence of his ex- 
-2 4 _ ccllent Writings were vocal, confined only to the 


cd 


particular Dioceſe in which he was beneficed. A“ 
\ Perſon who does publick Service makes the PusLick | ** | 
| his Debtor ; and the whole Chriſtian World is obli-|** 
ged to any Man that does eminent Service to Chri-. 
ianity. I have the greateſt Regard for the Memory! 


ok his Lordſhip, and would not have mentioned} © 


to ſhew how little the Nature o 


=. Xa 


E nals, p. 550. © The dangerous Increaſe of Papiſts} © 


7 form them in true Religion. And t 
7 done by encouraging the Study of Divinity in the 
4 T]JxJveRSITIES; Which was now much laid aſide, 

e ſince they ſaw how Eccleſiaſtical Places and Pre-] 


5 this Inſtaiice to his 1 if it had not been, 
3 re of Patronage had been 
5 conſidered, even by this judicious and conſcientious 


I T fhall end this Letter with the Example of that} 

knowing and wile Princeſs, Quzzn ETIsaBEETH, as. 

jũt is recorded by Mr. Hrype, in Vol. I. of her Au- 
“ jn the North and other Parts of the Realm, was 


=. ſters, who might preach to the 1 no 5 
dis was to be 


* ferments were diſpoſed of; how, not the Tear- the 
be ned ſo much as the DRPEND RN TS upon GREAT] no 


c jt was thought adviſable to revive the Hopes off 
% Students ; and, for that Purpoſe, the Queen ſent 


de Mex, were advanced in the Church. Thereforel to 


Fc a kind Letter to the High-Chancellor of Cam- 
__ © þriage(and the like, very probably, to the High- 
Fc Chancellor of Oxfor 4) vw ich he forthwith ſent]. 


E tc to his Vice-Chancellor. The Purport of theſ| 


“ Letter was to this Effect, vis. That ſuch as were + 
be well learned in Divine Things, and ſpould bel = 
, commended to her for ſuch by the Univerſity, bel Pa 
" & ſhould take Care of, and ſee them preferred toſ the 
% Places in the Church, both of Wealth and| Liv 
% Honour ; and that according to their Merits : un 
de Aud that foe woulda allow honorary Sallaries toſ ch. 


D 


A|* hopeful Youth ; and that ſhe won prefer nons 
cK but ſuch as either the Bifpops or 3 8 
li- | *© recommend to her by their Teſtimonials. The Be- 
i-| nefit whereof was this, That whereas before it was 
© not Learning ſo much as Ambition and waiting 


* the great Ones at Court, that made Way to Pre- 
en] ferment; now there would be no further Cauſe 
c for Schollars to be ſolicitous about Livelihoods or 
* rds. The Vice. Chancellor anſwered the 
nat} * Chancellor at large, fignifying the great Joy of 


& the Univerſity at the Raya Letter; and that he 
% doubted not, but the Studies of ſome, diſcouraged 
ts} © by the miſerable Toffings, and frequent Changes 
ee of the Times, might now eaſily be . 1 
ni- ce ſuch Promiſes: And he took Order that the Heads 


ce in pon Noblemen, and depending upon the Intereſt of 


in-[* of every College ſhould take down the Names 


ae“ Study of Divinity, which were ſent up to the 
de, Chancellor at Court.” This was one of the Me- 
re-| thods by which that moſt politick Princeſs conſulted 
ar-| the Proſperity of the Publick, the Security and Ho- 
AT] nour of her . And her Succeſs was anſwerable 


pp. irn; 0. 


ere] HAVING proved that Patronage is a Trvsr 


Patrons are obliged to take Care into whoſe Hands 
to they reſign it. The Practice of buying and ſelling 
and Livings, as it is commonly managed, is ab olutely 


% and Degrees of all fuch as were intended for the - 


for which every Man muſt be accountable, ; 


rs unlawful. The beſt Bidder is ſure to be the Pur- 


| chaſer, tho' a known Inſidel, or an open Debauw- 
Per] chee. But, if ſuch Sales be juſtifiable, it is juſtifiable = 


to buy and ſell * 2 and to make a Gain of the 98 
Salvation of Mankind: For, if a Man ſells, or leaves I H 
by Nil, a Patronage to one, who, in all Probabi, Ie, 
lity, will nominate the moſt unfit Perſon he can find, | 0 
be makes a Sale or a Deed of Gift of the Honour ofs“ 
Religion, and the eternal. Happineſs of all thoſe 
Who are likely to be loſt under the Miniſtry of a 
bad Paſtor, In ſhort, it is an Abſurdity to ſuppoſe | 
that a Chriſtian is at Liberty to throw up a Trult in- 
to the Hands of one who will, probably, abuſe it to 
the Diſhonour af Chriſtianity. I cannot help, on be 
this Occaſion, taking Notice of the Conduct of 2 11 


5 Worthy Nobleman, the late Earl of Pembroke, wha, reli 


when his Steward propoſed to raiſe a Sum of Money 


by che Sale of Livings, declared, That he would ſoe, | 


5 ner ſell all the Plate that he had in his Houſe. An 


nage, conſidered as a Tyuſt, is this; That Patrons] 
Promiſe of any particular Preferment, ſince *tis 


Performance of this Promiſe will be conſiſtent with 


O pirion worthy the Piety of a true Chriſtian! A 
FD wonthy the Greatnels of an ancient Noy 
F 

ought not generally, if ever, to make an abſo/ntg 4 rs 

rarely poſſible to be certain beforehand whether the Ec 


cheig auntecedent Obligations as Truſtees, For, if thef pg. 
Perſon was, or afterwards becomes, any Way un- 3 f 
fit for the Promotion, or unworthy of it, he ought}. -. 
not to have it; or, if by giving it to another, thef 5e 
Ends of all Eccleſiaſtical Preferment will be berrery 
__ _- anſwered, it ought to be ſo applied. This was af 
Frior and immutabis Obligation, which is ſtrictly 12 
bound upon every Patron as a Chriſtian, and à 
Member of the Community. As a Chriſtian, nog, 
thing can diſcharge him from the Duty of acting l 
2s may beſt promote the Intereſt of Chriſtianit 1 
8 Member of the Community, he is 2 Laar 
:0bliged to ſtudy the Good of it. And thereſory pro 
77 r A 


oo face *is a known and plain Rule in Caſuiſtry, That 
8 no [ſequent Obligation can deſtroy a prior, the 
I patron continues as much concerned, in Point of _ 


of Perſon who, in all Appearance, beſt deſerves it, and 

le [vill do moſt Good with it, as if he had never made 
2 ny ſuck Promiſe ; conſequently, the Promiſe can 
never carry any Force or Obligation, where it can- 
not be performed without Injury to the Merits of 
other Claimants, and Prejudice to Religion, thoſe 

2 being Conſiderations that mult always take Place of 
2] others. To make this plainer, if poſſible, I ſhall 


| Conſcience, to give any particular Preferment to the 


> r aakeddaecs.., 


Or | We will ſuppoſe a certain Sum of Money given 
to charitable Uſes, and Perſons apprunes by the 
Donor to diſtribute it to the properelt Objects, and 
Or to each Object according to the Neceſſity of his 


what greater Objects of Charity, and what Num- 


L Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, HERE is a certain Reve- 
Inue appropriated by publick Authority for the Sup- 
port of Religion, and the Maintenance and Reward 
of a Number of Men who are devoted to the Ser- 


_ Circumſtance ; I ask, Is any one of theſe Truſtees 
at Liberty to promile a particular Perion ſuch a 
| particular Share of the Money, before he knows 1 


Iber of them may appear. Thus, in Relation to 


A berpetual Obligation to give their Preferments with _ 


2 View to theſe Ends, they cannot be at Liberty to 
make any Promiſe that ſhall bind them to act in? 
Efftently with them. In ſhort, the Matter ſtands 


Imiſe, but where there is an high Probability that 


tinue to be fit and worthy, and that no Circum- 


1 


2 Proper to give the Preferment to another; for, 


nee 


— 


thus: It can never be lawful to nate ſuch a Pro-. 
the Perſon, to whom it is made, #s, and will con- 


[ſtances will ariſe that may make it more fit and : 


4 Light, if we ſuppoſe a Gentleman intruſted with 
=, labouring under a dangerous and difficult Diſtemper 


ſiuch a one, that, whenever this Perſon ſhoul 


whereyer there was at the Time of making thi 
Promiſe, or afterwards happens, ſuch an Unfi 
neſs in the Perſon, or any other Candidate appe: 
who ought to have had the Preference in caſe 1 
ſuch Promiſe bad been made, the Promiſe ſtand 
| for nothing, foraſmuch as there is an Obligation 
| ſuperior to it which nothing can vacate. I would 
| willingly be as clear as I poſſibly can, and therefore lj 
"ſhall once again ſee how it will appear in anothe 


the Care of recommending a Phyſician to a Perſoi 


Now, would any one imagine this Gentleman af dir 

Liberty to recommend a Quack, or an ignorant e 

or a diſhoneſt Man, only becauſe he had haſtily, af. 

or to oblige a Friend, or for any other Reaſon, not Nit 

reſpecting the Safety of the fick Perſon, | 8 wa 
be fick 


be ſhould have him for a Patient. Or, if theref by 
were ſeveral Phyſicians in the Neighbourhood, one fro 


| I preſume all Mankind would judge the Truſtee * 


of whom was generally allowed to be greatly ſupe-| goc 
rior to the reſt in Suu, in Diligence or Integrity; 


bound in Conſcience and Honour to employ him, an. 


uader whole Management the Life of the Patient] to 
would be manifeſtly moſt ſafe. Where Patrons have] C 


XY a true Notion of Religion, and the Danger Men ſuc 
may be in of periſhing eternally thro' the Neglect} c 


dran from it. 


Prelate of our own Church, very eminent for hu © 


or [gnorance of thoſe who are to teach them the Bu 
Way to Heaven, they would eaſily fee the Aptnels] {el 
of the Compariſon, and the Force of the Argument] 


In Caſes determinable by common Senſe, there i © 

no Occaſion for any Appeal to Authorities: Vet, leg 
il any Regard'be due to the Opinion of Great and in 
Good Men, I am ſupported by the Practice of al #5 


Abilities as well as Virtues, in a Reign 3 | 


ES 6, £4 A 
Moby a Bench of the moſt able and pious Biſhops. _ 
&f The Hiſtorian informs us, That A. B. Sandys refuſed / 
al fo promiſe a particular Preferment in his Gift, 
hen it was requeſted of him by his dear Friend, 
nal the Lok "TREASURER BURLEIGH, whom, of all 
in Mer, he was molt defirous to oblige ; alledging, 
ala) 'Thit he thought fuch ab/o/zre and particular Pro- 

l miſes unjuſtifiable in Patrons, whoſe Nomination 
to an Eccleſiaſtical Preferment, was not like com- 
mon Favours, of arbitrary Diſpoſition, but an Act 
of Friſtice and Piety, which are Matters of fri 

| Dary. And the many great Inconveniencies atten= _ 
ding the common Practice of making ſuch Promiſes 
m are daily experienced. The moſt worthy Men are 
ly aſhamed of the little Artifices, and mean Importu= _ 
not nities, by which they are uſually extorted ; the for= _ 
ſed} ward Boldneſs of the leaſt deferving, thus gets the 
oþ& | Start of modeſt and honourable Merit; and Men, 
erel by ſuch imaginary Obligations, tie up their Hands 
nel from doing their Duty, and then think it a very 
pe- 8. Plea for a very bad Nomination to ſay, that = 
M0 ey had given their Word. Given their Word?! 
ter What if they had promiſed to diſcountenance Virtue. 
m. and encourage Vico What if they had promiſed 
nei to prefer a Few or 7 Turk to a Promotion in the 
wel Chriſtian Church? Would it be their Duty to keep 
ſenl ſuch a raſh Promiſe, or to break it? I conceive, there 
ect could be no Room for a Doubt in ſo plain a Cale. _ 
thel But why would ſuch an Engagement be void of it: 
eſt] {elf ? Becauſe every Chriſtian is under a prior and 
 ingiſÞutable Tie, which no ſubſequent Contract 
I can looſen ;* So that, if a Patron has given his More 
is an hundred Times over, he is as much obliged to 
| regard the Zx4; of all Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, 
and to anſwer them to the utmoſt of his Power, 
as if he had entred into no Engagement at all. 
But tho*.I condemn the. frequent Practice of 


e e e e 1 eee 4 
maki ing abſolute Promiſes of particular Preſerments, _ 


yet I think it not only lawful, but highly commen- 
dable, to give the Deſerving genera! Allurances, 


in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt Terms, that they ſhall} 


be provided for at a proper Time, and in a proper 
Manner. This would give Induſtry Reſolution and 


Courage; give almoſt new Powers and Faculties, 


5 For want of this Countenance and Encouragement 
(which animates a generous Mind, enlivens and in- 


5 vigorates the whole Man) how many wear away 


an uſeleſs and burdenſom Life in Obſcurity, in 
pplene and Vapours, who might have ſhined with 
Luſtre in Publick, and been a Bleſſing and an Or- 


nnament to it, if their good Inclinations had been 
cberiſhed, and their Abilities aided, by the Favour 
and Aſſiſtance of the Rich and Powerful? I cannot 
more ſtrongly repreſent this Caſe than in the Words 
bol a late Piece, intituled, The Clergyman's Rigl 
e Maintenance vindicated ; ſays the Author, p. 63. 
e A neglected Condition is attended with inſupe- 
s rxrable Diſadvantages; not only with the Want 
é of the proper Means of Knowledge, but a Diſ- 


e inclination and Incapacity to make uſe of them, 


He will neither have any Appetite towards his 


. Studies, nor be capable of attending 1 them 
« without Diſtraction, whoſe Mind is filled with 
7 anxious and diſquieting Thoughts. Anxiety of 


c Mind is as inconſiſtent with Study and Contem- 
* 2 as it is inſeparable from Poverty and Di- 
{treſs. The Cares of the World will ſometimes | 

© intrude themſelves, and interrupt the Attention. 
s jn the molt ſecret Retirement, at the moſt im-| 
“s proper Seaſons, and in the moſt important Duties. 
They hinder an Improvement in every perſonal 
Qualification, and obſtru& the Succels of every | 
Part of the Paſtoral Office. Continual Difhcul-| 
ties, frequent Dilappointments, and the W | 


oy 


. 


— 


ELD 


* 9 


* 


nel c of the World gradually impair the Powers of the 
es. | © Body, and the Faculties of the Mind. That Y7-. 
* ce gour of Conſtitution, without which the Burden 
per of their Office will be too heavy for them, will 
ndl“ decay. That Vivacity of Spirit, which excites - 

jeg | © a noble Ambition, and animates Men in the Pur- 

ce ſuit of laudable Attempts, will languiſh, if not 


ce z;ility of Invention, which would enliven and 
inf © beautify their Compoſitions, will grow cold and 
% barren. Even their Perception will become dull, 
se their Reaſon enfeebled and obſcured by heavy 
1% Melancholly. Where is that Cheerfulneſi which 
vi © renders Converſation delightful ? That Sweerne/5 


ce expire. That Warmth of Imagination, and Fer- 


« of Temper which attracts the Affections of Man- 
| cc kind? The Spirits are oppreſſed, and the Diſ- i 5 1 


b poſitions ſoured; the one cannot exert them. 
63 cc ſelves, and the other is too much upon the Ferment. 


de-], If the Mind ſinks under the oppreſſive Weight, 


int « the Behaviour of the Man will be mean and ſor- : 


WiC | did, and, to uſe the Language of Eccleſiaſticus, 


m.] De will make himſelf an Underling to fooliſh 


his] [or wicked] Men. If an uncommon Force of 


em!“ Mind enables him to bear up againſt the united 
ich!“ Oppeſition of Poverty and Contempt, he will 


© be apt to grow captious and turbulent; uneaſy to 
mel © himſelf, and troubleſom to others. Contempt 
Ji. | © (even without the Help of Poverty) has a migh 
16g | Force towards creating a Diffidence and Diſtrult 


© 
3 


on | “of ourlelves : It intimidates the Mind, and renders 


m.| Men incapable of doing Juſtice to their natural 
ies. | © Abilities. Thus they are overlooked by the 
nal| © World, when their Incapacity to appear in a more 
ry | advantageous Light ariſes only from their not 
ul-| © having better ncouragement.*” To which 1 


ect will add, That when they have been long buried in 


of| a /ow Station, unobſerved and unrewarded, they 


E 2 e 


— 


grow too inconſiderable for a better ; | Neglect has 


rendered them deſpiſed; Real Contempr begets ima- | þ 
' ginary Demerit; and ill Treatment, by the Con- 
Tinuancè of it, becomes a Pretence for never making 


the Injured Satisfaction: As Succeſs, on the other 


hand, grows up into Merit, and one Preferment. 
qualifies a Man for an higher, till an exalted Station 
becomes a moſt natural and proper Promotion, 


without any Regard to perſonal Abilities and Qua- I 


Thus I have endeavoured to ſet forth the Nature. 
of Parronage: A Subject, I am perſwaded, not du- 


ly underſtood, becauſe not duly conſidered, by Per- 


 Jans of a much better Underſtanding, and more ex- 
tenſive Knowledge, than the Author of theſe Letters 
Imagines himſelf to be. In the main, I dare under- 

take to defend what I have advanced; and, if any one 
be ſurpriſed at ſome of my Poſitions, perhaps his 
 _ Surpriſe may be owing, not to their Extravagance, 
but their Neues; and may not be any Proof that 

FRY 0 %% ron nl = 


lifications. It will not be expected that I ſhould | » 
produce Inſtances of this latter Kind; and, for fear |; 
pf offending the Mogeſty of others, I ſhall paſs over. I to 
the former too. The one I am unwilling to be put It 
to the Bluſh, by taking publick Notice of their ill, 
Sucqgels, and their Title to better Treatment: The 
others 1 ſhall leave to bluſh in ſecret, under the Con- 
ſiciouſnels of having met with better than they de- 
ſerved. The Unfortunate, I hope, will go on, | 
_ cheerfully in their Labours, being fully perſwaded 
that they have a Patron in Heaven, who will render 
70 every one according to their Works ; and all the Ill. 
that J am inclined to wiſh to any who have been 
too amply recompenſed, is, that their uninerited | 
Poſſeſſions may not turn to their Condemnati- | 
on hereafter, as they are a Reproach to them | 


FFF 
the Writer is miſtaken, but that the Reader had not. 
before conſidered the Que lion. 
I aan only fay in Excuſe for any Errors I may be 
uilty of, Phat I have erred (if I have erred) for 


ant of Zudgment, and not of Care. I have long 


fand often and much weighed the Arguments I have 
offered; and the longer, the oftner and the more I 
weigh them, the more I am convinced of their 
To enumerate the many ſcandalous Abuſes of the 
important Trult repoſed in PATRONs, is an Office 
too ungrateful to my Temper, and too offenſive to 
the Perſons concerned, for me to undertake. To 
I propoſe any Methods for the Regulation of thoſe A- 
buſes, is what I as little like to do. The former 
[might have the Appearance of ill Nature and ill 
Manners; the latter, of Vanity and Preſumptiony 
If my Notion be juſt, the Abuſes, and the proper 
Regulation of them, will eaſily be ſeen by thoſewhoa e 
[are willing to ſee them; and as eaſily be regulated by 
| [thoſe who are willing to alter their Conduct: The 
reſt I might ſooner provoke than convince, and in- 
ſtead of Converts make Enemies. 
| But, without bringing upon myſelf any diſhonou- _ 
rable Imputations from the Cenſorious, or giving of 1 
- [any Offence to the Captious, I may deſire thoſe Pa- 
trons, into whole Hands the ſe Papers may chance to 
fall, feriouſly and maturely to conſider the Subject, 
las a Matter of very great Conſequence to the Welfare 
- Jof the Society, the Intereſt of Religion, and the fu: 
ture eternal Happineſs of Mankind; and conſequents 
I, as a Duty which it bighly concerns them to dil- _ 
| charge with a Aiſintereſted Fidelity, 5 


If we view this Point, as it affects the veaſouable 


Erxpectatious, I may ſay, Demands, of a Number 
| of Men who have cut themſelves off from any othet 
Expectations, from any other Proviſion, from any 


bother 


— 


.  Her's Corn! And, 


2 


ether Means of Happineſs in the Community, com- 


mon Honeſy requires Patrons to do them Mr rn ; 


common Compalſion calls for a tender Senſe of their 


bard Fate. To defraud them of thoſe Wages which 


they have earn'd, of thoſe Honours which they have 


merited by a diligent Employment of their Time and 
Parts in a Service the moiſt honourable in itſelf, and the 
moſt uſeful to human Nature, to civil Society, and to 
__ Government, is Injuſtice aggravated by Ingratirude. 
To defraud zhoſe Men of their Maintenance and Re- 
wuara, who, when defrauded, are the moſt injured, 
becauſe the molt Helpleſ Sett of Men in the Com- 
monwealth, is Injuſtice aggravated by Cruelty. How | 
movingly, how affectionately does the Scripture fer 
ſorth the Compaſſion of our CREATOR towards 
thoſe Servants whoſe Wages are kept back, when with 
Labour and Toil they have reap'd down their Ma- 
EZ ſhall not he hear the Cries, and 
ſee the Diſtreſſes of many Clergymen, who have la- 
boured long and faithfully in Chriſt's Vineyard, while 


their Wages are detained by thoſe who are appointed 


| to give them their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon and 
_ Meaſure, only to ſatisfy the Humour, or to ſerve the 
Intereſt of the Stewards; while others, who have | 


been leſs diligent, if not all the Day idle, if not un- 


| . faithful to the Rights of their great Maſter, have a 
ddouble Portion of Hire, which they ſometimes make 
no better Ule of than for an Opportunity to enrich | 


| themſelves, and to deſpiſe their Fellow-ſervants? 


If from private Injuries, and private Grievances, 
Ve turn our Eyes to the Diſhonour and the Dama« | 
ges which the Publick ſuſtains by the Abule of Pa- 
zronage, the Proſpect grows more melancholly, as the 
_ Conſequences ſpread wider; even thro? all Condi- | 
tions of Life, thro” all Ranks and Orders of Men, | 
up to the Throne itſelf. Whatever may be the Sen- 


ttiments of modern Politicians, it was the Open 


39 


| of our wiſer Forefathers, that Religion was abſolutely 


''ET 


highly uſeful to 


| neceſlary to the preſent, as well as future Profperity 
Jof Mankind, whether in a ſingle or ſocial Capacity : 


As one of your Correſpondents intimated, by Way 
of Introduction to a Courſe of Papers on the Sub- 
ject, the Happineſs of human Nature depends upon 


Ja regular Obſervance of the ſeveral Duties of Reli- 
gion; the Happineſs of Society muſt ariſe from every 
| Member's acting agreeably to the Retation Men ſtand 
- in to one another; and the Belief of the great Truths 
Jof Religion are a neceſſary Sanction to induce Man- 
kind under all Circumſtances to obſerve thoſe Duties, 
and to act in Conformity to thoſe Relations: And 
further, as Revelation teacheth all thoſe Duties 
plainly, and enferces them more {trongly, than . 
aſſiſted Reaſon is able of itſelf to do, the Belief of 


Chriſtianity is 323 beneficial to human Nature, 


mination of the moſt learned, pious, upright, dili- 


gent, and prudent Men to Preferments in the Church, 
will make a People the moſt happy, a Nation the 
moſt flouriſhing, a Government the molt fecure, be. 
* | cauſe they will be beſt able, and the moſt careful to 
defend Chriſtianity, to inculcate its Truths, to ex= 


plain and enforce its Precepts, both by Inſtruction 


| and Example; to teach, to admoniſh, to reprove 


and exhort with the greateſt Succeſs? Conlequently, 


{ thole Patrons are the beſt Friends to Manina, the 
trueſt Patriots of their Country, and the moſt faithful 

Subjects to their King, who, in their Nomination of 

| Perſons to Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, have the ſtri- 


cteſt Regard to their Abilities as Schollars, and their 


| Qualifications as Chriſtians. And what other Method 
can be ſubſtiruted in the Room of this, ſo effectual 


3 


| towards promoting the Honour of God, and the 
Advancement of his true Religion, which mult "ay 


' uſe human Society. This being the 
j Caſe, what Axiom can be plainer than that the No» 


XL | happy or milerable for ever, as they believe or diſ- 


dd Miſery will be greater or les, in Proportion | 
to their Defects and Improvements in Chriſtian Per- 
ſection. In God's Name then, let me ask any Patron; 


Cbriſtians, but by able and faithful Paſtors? Does 
not the Scripture, does not common Senſe ſuppole | 
this, and common Experience prove the Truth of 


. or: 40 os 1 
ile and fall both in Credit and Intereſt with the Chal bo 
yacters and Credit of thoſe wha are to officiate. in ra eit 
If from this World we remove the Scene into the} Fr 
att, What before fais d our Concern and Indigna We 
tion mult {trike every ſerious Mind with Horror de: 
The Miſchiefs grow infinitely greater, and will be} D 
| perpetuated to all Eternity. I am writing, it is pres © 
Jum'd, to Chriſtians, who believe that Men mult be 


| believe the Doctrines, as they obſerve or neglect the 
Duties of Chriſtianity; and that their Happineſs 


What is the zatural Way of making People Good 


it / Are there not, in conſequence of it, particulan f 


| Toſtructions and Example forward the Salvation of | 


ri everlaſtingly? Are not we all ready enough: 
to object this by Way of Blame and Reproach to thi 
Bad Clergymen ? But, if this be ſo, let any Man, G. 


Degrees of Happineſs promis 'd to ſuch as by their 


their People? Are not particular Degrees of Miſery: | 
threatned to thoſe through whole Neglect they pe- H. 


it he can, ſhew me a Reaſon why Parrons are not. | 81 


appointing Perſons able and ſit to do it. Are not 
Patrons then as accetlory as the Paſtors to the Dam 


_ anſwerable, as well as Paſtors, tor the Lives of the 
People committed to the Paſtor's Care. Paſtors are 

intruſted with the Charge of making People religi- 
ons, and Patrops are intruſted with the Charge of 


rer Se 2 
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nation of the People, if they are not careful to makes 
az proper Nomination? And, pray now, what are: 
the Talents and Qualifications which naturally 2 


3 


2 


on, 


be 
re. 
be 
ifs 
he 
els 


j #4 ad fr Paſtora ? WI 5. ſuch as bear a Relatioſ 
to the Office of a Paſtor ; an Aptneſs and Capa- 


city to perform the Duties, and anſwer the Engs of 
it. But as for political Artachments, Afintty, 


Friend/byp, private Inc/:nations or Obligations, I 4 
| wou'd fain know. what Relation theſe Circumſtans 
des, any more than 'S:arure or Shape, bear to the 


Duties and Euas of the Miniſterial} Function. Will 


s ſer vile Attendance on the Levies of great Men; a 
Dexterity in the Management of a Corporation, at 
active Zeal in the Service of a Knight of the Shire; 
with the Intemperance, the Noiſe and Tumult ur- 


ally ary nl Buſineſs; will any Thing of 


this Kind incteaſe his Knowledge, or improve his Judgs - 
ment in Divinity? Will they add any Thing to his 
Piety, give him any one Moral Virtue, any ſingle Ac 
eompliſhment, that can make him more uſeful in his 
Profeſſion ? On the contrary, will they not take 
up too much of his Time and Thoughts; give a. _ 
of | wrong Turn to his Paſſions and Affections; fill his 


Mind with jecu/ar and worlaly Schemes, when it 
ht to be employed in the Buſineſs of his Calling, 
inflam' d with the Love of God, and an ardens 
Defire to fave his Flock, inſtead of that furious 
Heat and, implacable Hatred which political en- 


the CRA Nh Recommendation to the Favour of the 
Gentry, the Nobs/zty and or hers, is ſo far from being 


that it naturally unfits and diſqualifies a Man for à2 


conſcientious Diſcharge of his ſprriz:a/ Office. 


And as for the Merit of Frienaſbip, or Afenity, 1 


lifled to do Gd and Man Service in the proper Bu- 
ſmeſs of a erg man And if they do not, how 


cies beget in them ? So that what is generally made 


a real Qualification for any Eccleſiaſtical Preferment, 


ſhould be glad to be inform'd in what Reſpect they 
make a'Man wiſer or better, or a [ot the more _ a} 


when they promote Relations, Friends and Polite] + 
cCianß, not only in Preference to others of ſuperior 
Merit, as Clergymen, but many Times without any 
competent Share of real Merit, or Fitneſs for the 
Promotion to which they advance them ? It may 
help ſome Patrons to apprehend this Matter, if they | 
would only, in Imagination, aſſume the Epiſcopal 
Character. For, whatever ought to be made the re- 
| _ Qualifications for Orders, ſhould likewiſe | * 
determine a Patron in his Nomination. For, what 
zs Ordination but conſecrating or devoting a Perſon} 
co the Service of God in religious Offices? It is _ 
impowering and obliging him (I ſay, obliging him, | 
ſince after ſuch Conſecration he is not at Liberty whe- x 
ther he will attend upon thoſe Offices to which he | 2 
is 4evoted) to wait at God's Altar, to adminiſter the | «5 
Sacraments, to preach his Word, and inſtruct People * 
in the Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtianity. And 
WP what is the Patron's Buſineſs? Nothing elſe but to 
determine what particular Clergyman ſhall exerciſe 
this Function in ſuch a particular Place: And 
therefore, whatever qualiſes a Man for Orders, 7 
bodugght to recommend him to Preferment ; and what- 
ever 4iſqualifies him, whatever makes him fr to | 
be ordain'd, 4i/qualifies or makes him amt for Pre- 
ferment. So, as to Degrees of Qualification, if a 
| Biſbop were to ordain one Perſon only out of ſeve- | 
ral Candidates, who offter'd themſelves for Orders, | .. 
be ought, without all Peradventure, to give the 
Preference to him who ſhou'd appear beſt fitted to | 
anſwer tht, Ends of the Miniſterial Office. And | 
- ought not the Patron to be determined in his Choice | | 
by the Game Reaſons, fince he nomi nates a Perſon to 
| exerciſe the very ſame Office, which the Biſhop im- . 
| powers him to exerciſe ? The ſame Way of Reaſo-| ; 
ning holds equally, with reſpect to ſuch as are nos n 
minated to the Governments of Chrift's Church. And 2 
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| at all ſurpriz 


— 


as to any Dignities, which are ſuppos'd to be con⸗ 


ferr'd as Rewards, what are the Services for which 


one is ſuppos'd to be rewarded ? His having an- 


| eternal Ruin of thoſe ſor whom he died? I am not 5 


3 


2| 6 immers d in Projects, and inlſenſible of any o: 
ther Impreſſions, unaffected by ſuch ſolemn, ſucß 
be awful Conſiderations; but when grave and ſeri- 


ous, and ſeemingly religious Perſons, ſacrifice 


* every Thing to their preſent Schemes, it gives 

1G great Occaſion for Scandal to the Enemy, great Of- 
CE | fence in pious and good Chriſtians, and is the Cauſe 
to of much Deiſm. If I am warmly affected, it is by 
. à Subject that ought warmly to affect every one who _ 
is capable of 12 Reflection. I acknowledge 
105 | myſelf to be greatly affected and greatly concerned, 
nd and 1 heartily wiſh I were capable of infuſing into 
©| others the ſame Affections which I feel in my own !. 


| Breaſt, If I could, I ſhould do a greater, a more 


Fa - $00 


ſwer'd the Ends of his Function; conſequently, he 
| who has done it the moſt effectually, deſerves the 
greateſt Reward, the higheſt Dignities. Thole 
Ends are the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, aud the erer 
mal Salvation of Chriſtians : And therefore, when- 
ever either of thoſe important Points ſuffer, as they 
certainly muſt, by ſuch Methods of Promotion as are 
| now in Uſe; Will the GREAT JUDCE of the whole 
Earth, at the final Day of Retribution, accept it as 
a good Plea from a Patron, that he had been a long 
Time acquainted with ſuch a Clergyman, and 
cou'd not decently refuſe him; that another had 
married his Couſin, or ſervd him or the Party at 
an Election, or that ſome over-bearing great Man re- 
} commended him, and therefore that he was bound in 
Honour or Intereſt to provide for him? Will theſe 
| Reaſonsatone for Diſhonous done to Chriſt, or the 


d to ſee Infidels, or giddy young Men, 
1 up to Pleaſure, or older Worlalings whole 


5 the captivating 


( 44 ) 


| publick, and à more halting 
moſt voluminous Writings. But, it ſeems, no good 
Effect can reaſonably be expected from- any Argy- 


ments, how plain and how ſtrong ſoever. I re- 
| Perſon on this Subject, I was told that Writing 


would be to no Purpoſe. If the World be ſo very 


dad, I am ſorry for it; but it is more than he or any 

Man upon Earth can tell. Truth placed in a clear 

Light, will have a zatural Tendency to convince | 
the Judgment, and awaken the Conſcience ; and 


| fametimes the plaineſt Diſcourſes, unadorned with 
5 — — of Art, will produce 
unexpected Effects; if not by their own Strength, 
yet under the aſſiſting Influence of the Divine Spirit, 
Vbho can ſubdue the ſtrongeſt Prejudices, and ſoften 


the moſt obdurate Heart. Go#s Strength is made 


- Perfect in W The powerful Efficacy of his 


= the meaneſt Inſtruments; and ſuch an imperfect | 
Performance as mine, if God pleaſes, may have as 


great an Effect as the moſt artful and elaborate 


= ark. But, as we are not anſwerable for Effects, 


we can only uſe the natural Means, and leave the 


 _F#vent to Providence. What I have written may, 
At leaſt, have this good Uſe, vis. to occaſion ſome | 
Aa _abler Perſon to conſider this new, but important, 

Sinject more diſtinctly, and to treat it more ac- 


|  qnrately. If I have laid down any Propoſitians 


which I cannot make good, I ſhall readily give |: 
them up. If have been deſective in the Manner of | 
ſtating or proving any true Propoſition, I ſhall glad» 


thank any one that will improve it. If any Per- 


= 
En rejects the Whole without Examination, or obs | 


| yu without aſſigning Reaſons, he can merit no- 


thing but Deteſtation or Pity. What I affirm is this, 
That all Pamaucge is a Truſt, for which every | 


e. 


Service, than by the 
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Patron muſt be accountable to GOD. Then 
Truſtees or Stewards appointed to give the Clergy” 
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Cincerity preſcribed and practiſed by Chriſt, ang 


Cs 


their proper Share of that Maintenance and” Ra 
ward which the Legi//arure has ' appropriated for 
that Prrpoſe ; and pry Man's proper Share is ſuch 
a Proportion as {hall anſwer to his Prualifications 


and Services, his Capacity and Induſtry in anſwer- 


ing the Ends for which the Revenue was appointed 5; 
and thoſe Ends mult be the Propagation of the” 


Chriſtian Religion, and the Eternal Salvation of © 
| Chriſtians, The Deductions which I have made 
from the general Notion, I think, are obvious, be- 


cauſe manifeſtly tending to anſwer the main Ends. 


Upon theſe Points I reſt the Cauſe. But, before I 
conclude, I muſt enter a Caveat againſt arguing from 
diſtant and uncertain Conſequences in anſwer to 
th amy and certain Effects. Such Methods as daily 
beget Ignorance, a Decay of Piety, and other Evils 
of the like Nature, are in themſelves unjuſtifiable 
ſuch as have an apparent natural Tendency to pro- 


duce the contrary Effects, ought to be followed with 
out any Regard to what may or may not happen, no. 


Body knows when and how. Patrons are to be 


guided in their Choice by the fame Rules (as I obſer- 5 


ved before) which guide Chriſtian Brſbops in their 
Acceptance of Perſons it to be or 4arnes, The pro- 


per Qualifications for the one are the proper Recom- 


mendations to the other. They muſt be drawn from 
the Nature and Intention of their Office, and be 
regulated by the plain Precepts and Directions of the 
Scripture. To prejudice Religion in the ſeveral 
| Particulars, and yet pretend to conſult its Intereſt 


upon the M Hole, is to act very wickedly, and to talk 


Heart, and never can anſwer the pretended Purs 


poſes. It is departing from the Simplicity and goaly 
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